CHAPTER V
The Muslims Masters of the Sea
THE ninth century (third Hijra) was the age of
the Muslim naval supremacy. The Mediter-
ranean Sea,1 with its numerous Muslim
strong ports on the east, south and west, was the
arena of this supremacy. The first naval battles of
the Arabs were undertaken with hesitation and
apprehension of the sea and its horrors, but they began
during the first effervescence of their conquests.
Hardly half a century afterwards, the sea, like the
land, was the seat of their daring deeds and invasions.
Since the Caliphate of Othman the Arabs sailed, in
strong fleets and expeditions, to conquer the neigh-
bouring islands. In 28 or 29 A.H. (648 A.D.) Mua'wiya
ibn Abi Sufyan invaded Cyprus and imposed tribute
on it, and in 32 A.H. he again sailed to it with a large
fleet and conquered it. During the Caliphate of
MuaViya the Arabs invaded Sicily for the first time
and conquered Rhodes j2 and during the Caliphate of
Al-Walid ibn Abdul Malik they invaded Crete, Sicily
and Sardegna and conquered the Balearic islands
(Majorca and Minorca). The expeditions to Cons-
tantinople and the great fleets and forces sent by the
Caliphate to besiege it were among the greatest naval
expeditions of those days.
The Muslim naval expeditions continued to in-
crease in force and number, and at the beginning of the
ninth century the Muslims were masters of the sea,
dominating the southern and middle waters of that
great sea which occupies the centre of the old world
and commands it on all sides. The nations and institu-
tions of the old world suffered in those days from a